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Tq i-ki\ I'tLcl-uiel ^riticjo frora iiarDld vkisbcrs, 2 

'.^ith a littia tiiiie before :ay ride to Joiais liopilcLnG bets here, I be^^u to add 
to uiiat ^ If rote oarlier vv],:iat I tcld V/rorjo I believe it is iiaportimt for you ^plural; 
to iirdei-staad, vdiat is ’oniQuea ;fitliin my knov.ledge and experience, to tlie field of 
po li tical assassina ti ons . 

2erliaos nj experience v;ith ^/Mtei^ash I can g±ve you and into it* 

I be^an x-ritli a contract tiiat required to deliver tiie inanusoript by ndd- 
i^ebruary 19b^* tfas onlr' five months after tlx; *'"oport ^uas published, tliree 

montiis after tlie 26 apix^nded volumes More available* Tiib publisher, ^iho since 
wont broke, was droilinii into the till ^r/out Ills pro publication s^le of 59,000 
vdth no advertising and -.itli tiio book not yet vjritten when his "/ice president who, 
the night before, told mo thc;t tins prepub volume in liardbac tiicn was ”a gold- 
platted best seller, inade an unexpected rush trip to Washington* blien he 
returned they broke the contract and did not even return the manuscript to me. 

I then tried diligently, here and abroad, to get it published- I got more 
than a nicidrod rojectetions TJitiiDUt a single editorial negatibe about it, Tl^t 
is what lisade a publsher of i^jO, proiiaps the country's smallest* 

^'an you i::iagine that the first book on so irtomentous an event as the assassi- 

fy" 

nation of a i^osidont, could not firid a publisher? 

<^ien I mde a success out oi' it, without a cent to spend for advertising or 
proiaotions, lit^ll, liavini^ rejected it three tir-iods, ame to me for it* Viith the 
crooked count (i liavo copies of a pzlnting not includeu in its accountings) all I 
can say about the nui^ber of copies Dell sold is tiiat there were at least four 
printini^ timt tiu first was of 250, OCO copies* 

At the 1966 aBA convention quite a few of tiiose who had been afraid to 
t,..-uoh tiid subject and then told me tiiat, told me that they >.ould have r^;ally 
cleaned up on the bock* Jut even then not on<; aslcod iac to let Mm i^ad any 
soq uel* 

Tliat first book on the assassination also got not a single >'eviow in mrj 
newspaper of bxij ii^iportaince, ^dien a book editor himself ^jrote a tavorabl© re view 
for the UashingtonPost tlie i:iaiiasinf editor killed it, saying the the reviewer did 
nit kn^w enough about tb.e fact to eval^iate yhe bot>k, 3)epite which tlm f'ost used 
me extensibely as a source 011 the subject for tliree decades at least, 

I’hero is fear of SL.ythlxus tiiat apTXsars to be factual* What load little or 
no trp bio bein,;' printed cotVAercially was books that could be apologisedfor, that 
\7ere of conjectures or Trero iiot based on tiie official evidence* 

b'hy this was so can be con j Pictured but the fact in uithout queojd.on* I tiaye 
a full file draw-or of rt^cords of trds as part of thi^ \“ast i^ocord for hietoxyiliat I 
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leavy, iCurtz has no imowled^u of, irdo.is tlian two dozen boak-loiii^h 

rpUf^ dx'aits of critical e-^aiiilnatioj:! of the e^ctrome booko of both extroineo* 
Until throne's book is published, I am the lonely man in the laxddle, the only 
one uiio limited to the official evidence in his first nine bo.jks* 

Kurts, nitiicut factual citation of a sinilo ndetake I jaade ,and ox course I 
made a few. Very tev and not one a serious error, at:;ributes utany errors to me 
but the fact lb tliat for all the severity of the citicism I Liade of specified 
bom/. L. 3 si on embers and employees, not one, in n w almost 355 years, has phoned or 
writoen iiie to coixplain that i had been unl'air or inafcja'ate in anj'thing X Mrote 
about i.jim. ikL as in detail i do not no"w §o into, the liLst conservative of the 
Goim:iission i'^ombei's, IcLciiard n, dussel of Ueoriiia* encouraged me until his dyin^j 
day , re grated that IxLs iiealth atid other obligations prevented his doing more 
bcan encourage me, and ne hr,d a liign opinion of lay york, then four bo^ks# 

Unat was done t stifle Russell and to misrepresent his beliefs you xvould 
not tnink possible rn ^,he bj^^itod htatss, but it is thorou^’hly documentod* 

With tills a glimmer of t*"ic baclcground, was tlicr*© any encouragement for any 
professors to try to find tlie time required for any I'eal exaidLnation of the Ji’lv 
assassinai^ion or of its investigations? xB.s tljore not a basis for sophisticated 
ptofessors fearijog a backlash and that their schools could also be victindEed, 
with just about all depending on federal help to some degree? 

side from fear, for a real .icholar, one proud of his vrork and seeicLng 
full understaiiding and accavacy, what the Warren Commission x^ublisiiod was 
eboug3i to warn tlriat responsible work was not possible with that great niass without 
the invcstnient of a great ajuount of time, iuid the cost tlmt and more represented* 
Aside from tlis %port, or niora than yOO pages and in itself ratlier daounting, there 
were tliose u6 volumes of the officially-e:ctlLiated million word., and soo there 
was tliat initial 200 oubic feet cf Uotmilsiion records available at the iirchives* 

How marjy real scholars could believe that tliey could write fairly and truth-^ 
fully With . ut at tlie least a major stndy of that incredible mass of w...rds? 

aside from tteso influenc:;s on the tliioJoin^j^ of professors, there was the 
lack ot imdia interest in vdiat x^as critictil of the Uoijmission* kor e:rample , no 
siiif^o revLiexj od ::ho tirst and severely critical book, ^liiteiJash I, 

A his is a o:?:lel indi<.-ation of what ini'luencod tho professorial mind and 
wairiicd t-iau attOi:ipting a facturil and resxionsible x;fork could invito serious trouble* 
3aialc as oy booli:s on th?.^ assassination are, iind professors hoard of the-i 
from SvUdenus cuid from taiix shovjs, not a single ono of them "i.as revi v/ed by any 
daily nex/spaper or an Sunday paper* 



fimtjtoo diocoura£:;ed seilous. 



x’esponsible professors, and those who 



were 



willing to do wliat vao r-JLioirod to got tiio at eiitioii go useful ir not also 
Valuable to tiiSi/if xiicludi^ig soCiC of tno iiiost resixseted, liloe a;rii?bose, benefited 
frOi.i support oi tiie v;ori;s tliat sup^jortea tivc offioial assiuation iuytholoj^. 

And othex' pi-ofesGors ia heeded and loar.:ed froj:i this, iiitii ^uabioko but 
one oi' i:.ianyi 

Tm alternative yas assassination junk, of yhlch the Kixrtz book is an 
oxaiaiilo, the uild concjectures by those itho re^3;arded theinaelves as ^lierlocii: 
retumod, and of this, too, Jfurts is an oxanple, ihey dreamed up the 
yhildest ''solutions," none based on fact, and txiere yas less, much less, 
publisher foear xor wliat could bo apoloaisod for, yhat did the govarnnisnt no 
harm, \ihLoh meant enti-.jed no governruent retaliation* 

Puboishers, University publishers ±ii particular, are entitled to believe, 
ioiooin^j nothin^^ to rhe contrary, 'idjioii fev^ if any did, triat a rosoected px‘o— 
lessor, partxcularly one v/ith a book on the subject piblishod by another 
universit. press, yould be a fine selection for a _.;ecr review. B^it vJith 
thixt Is the exact opposite of the reality* 

lie imasinoG IrLtnself wliat he is not and despite his loudness and his pi^e-* 
tenses ho is, really, a subject-matter if^moramus* As his book demondatratos 
and as th-:^ review X sent indic^ites, 

I doubt if there are ten professors in the court .vht are well -informed 
on the subject, well-inf'onicd fror.i the official records. Xliey Can easily be 
info-'rmed about the wildest conjectures bocautio thet were much more easily 
published* 

hot only is theee tlie considerable aniount of tine required to i^ster what 
was readily available, there was the cost* Goin^i to an living in Washington 
pnd using the ^Lrehives for a summer was a vert considerable cost and it also 
used up tiiicj many professors wanted for other purposes. Getting the copies by 
mail vfas also costly, vjith Arc hives copies tlmn costing 25 cents a pape and 
agency copies Cl sting as little as ten cents a page, But Iiome masiy teaching 
professors fould teke the time to read a:id aster ai:^ of that? in addition to 
tile cost? Ii any v/^inted to study as little a jer cent age ot' wimt was ultir. lately 
available as tiie t Irlrd of a million images I rocusd from official oblivion, 
asi^e farom the cost, ho:: i:^iy Imd room for the uO file cabinets this roquiree? 

Gr, with fcMlios and with children to educate, coul^i afford all those file 
cabinets? 

I’tuDn, with the 1992 ..-act requiiong disclosui'.; of all that x-elated to the 
assassination, the assassination nut x^lio forced t/iis through did not get aiiy 
new frict of tne assassi-itlon disclosed but tlicy certainly iiiade wlmt was available 
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mch less accessiblo froi;i the vast boss of the papvjr alone. Jthbliohsd accounts 
o± what the Aasassiiiati n iiaco ds deviow 3oard forced into the eublic doiaaina 
run uo to 4 atid 6 Kiillion cages i VftiD can lossibly work liin way through, tlat 
Class? If aiiy could tales xhe tine and liiGcd the costs of a nerc tliird of a i:tillion 
pages? 



Aside ircLi all else thiit can he said about kurtst li® did not bothex’ to get 
all tiixit wore first ntade acossible by my efr'orts and that of one other critic 
to forestall uliich the xdl made wliat it alsrsprescnteil as voluntary disclosures. 
They uereintendsd to end disclosure efforts aid in tliat they failed because 
of my suots which made other lieadijuarters and niaiv field office records available. 
The disclosed i'hl record do not reflect tliat Kurts bought a,ny of tiiooe disclosures. 
They do disclose tliat iiis school bought only the first fraction that were made 
available. 



So, even if Kurtz did real scholarly work on that portion, as his ovm book 
procalins he did not, he would still be i,jiorant of most of the disclosed P3I 
headquartSi's records and those of all tiie field offices.litiiat were disclosed, 
i-iy file shows no sinaLe inquiry f roiii him despite the well-known f ac , tlsat 
I made all I liave freely available to all writing in the field and f they come 
he.:e, even noi.-, they can use out copies, Tiiey find here what tliey do not find in 
any official areaivo, records arranged by subject. Officially they are filed 
in tiie order in whicii they reach tlie files, usually weeks to months apart and 
even our oi" soquunce. 



xho actoalitj Xii tujat sotiG of the professors who wrote aboirt tha assass^ 



ination, supposiedly about the assassi atiori, \aieotc the worst boolc^^ on it* In 



partioulc^ 



r is this t ue of wo of tho^o of whom Kurtzs thinics well, melanson and 
hose name Kurtx did not even get rLidit. T^ey are no authentic subject 



matter experts, either, much as to bi;* They misrepi-esent tiiemselves 



and because they are professors they are ban'll ,:VC'd. 

Ipo^ as the time I have to suspecn approaclies, X stop by asking you to 
conside iiovj Liany university or other presses had the knoi/led^ reflected above 
when they consider an assassination book or had the knowled^^ required to 
f.jcu authentic subjectHnatter experts to do their poor reviews? is close to 
imps sable. 



It is possiolo tliat compotent revie'^/s can obtained from those who are not 
siojoct-mattGr experts but that was not the basis on vdiich you choso iSurta, and 
Oil Wiiat you could kno;^ you liad no reason not to bx^lieve tliat you could not trust 
flic vJord. but I liavG ^^ven you rx mea:.s of learning for joursolf that you can’t 
r:^'ust what ho says about tiic assassination, does not noan tiiat K; i.s no 
competent in nis xield but on the nssassi ation he is both a wild :-iatl and on© 



^^1^0 aVQxaG trad:Ltioaal prOiCfiaionol res .oiisi bill tltis# Th.0 inost obvious exaiapof 
this is tlie total lack ol specification of all the i:d stakes he attributes to 
Eio> uliidi is his vraj oi {jettiriij; at Wrone and iniffulgin^!; riimself in exorcssipns 
of trLo h at red of those who tliiif^ othex th:ai he does. Not one specification 
of aij error by liie, not one proof that anythin^r I wrote w^s an error. But that 
was i)i:> nost often ro pea tod slu± in his Imrdly hidden underriiiniiiiV oi^ the Wrono 
bcoj^c, wliich, unlike his, is based entirely oix ,,.th^:J ofxiciao fact* 

^ou can better thon X wliat is ethical and vrhat is unethical but 1 

believe tliat xvhat he probably xfithheld frox: you is unetlrlcal, IjIs priJf essional 
dispute wxjsh V/rono of soiiie j.ars ..y^o* Wrono xjanted the convention of the 
douthem Historicalkssociation, tlien moetiiig on Kraft *s turf^ New Orleans to 
jlm- iiiore th-n one vie . ox tlie assassiiiation, th^^ one view Kurts had arran^d 
for, by i'<irk Itane. vfrone wanted another view by a iBature person* ‘There was 
finally a conprorsise* ICraft dJ.d not object to a collet studot to speak along 
xath lane, jjut when tliat "'student, Howard Hoffioan, was selected, Kurts buf- 
fered the not inconoiderabie disLa^CG of h±,^ hci^o, L,.ne, feciring cotifrontation 
Viith that student and not showin^^ up at alii 



